The refugee crisis continues! The continuing strudg to obtain asylum
papers causes much frustration for refugees and tlse@ who help them. The
articles below show what some of those frustrationgre.
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Stones fly,
batons used
at refugee
centre

CRAIG MCKUNE
and FLORA WISDORFF

TENSIONS ran high outside
the Department- of Home
Affairs's Nyanga Refugee
Reception Centre yesterday as
stones were thrown and secu-
rity guards and police hit and
chased unruly asylum seekers,
Watching from the first floor
of an office building across the
road, Intercape employee Adre
Zandberg said she saw security
guards hit asylum seekers with
“long white sticks” while try-
ing to get them to quene. The
erowd of “hundreds” then
surged into the road in reac
tion, “Cars were driving
through the crowd, hooting
without slowing down."”
Several queuing men and
women said they were beaten
and pepper-spraved by police.
“There were too many of
them who wanted to be helped,
g0 they pushed and shoved,”
said police spokesperson Jan-
nie Wentzel from Bishop Lavis.
“Crowd control officers had

“hatons and they pushed the

crowd - back., People then got
seabed and started to run.?

According to an inspector at
thescene, o PERPEr SPray was
used, Wenizel said.

Tol o o 0800

STICKS AND STONES: Asylum seekers wait outside the Depa
after a crowd of hundreds pushed, shoved and threw stones.

restored by police officers.

Home Affairs spokesperson
Siobhan MeCarthy said it was
unclear what sparked the inci-
dent, “but some clients waiting
outside had thrown stones at
security officers and at clients
on the site”. '

One security guard was
injured and taken to hospital.

An  emotional  asylum
secker from the Democratic
Republic of Congo said: “They

hit people. They hit people with
sticks and they are not allowed
to do that.”

The man said he had
arrived at 4am yesterday to
quette and claimed he had been
able to énter the property only
after paying 100 to an official.
To get inside the building, he
would have to pay even more,
hesaid.

Since arriving three months

riment of Home Affairs's Nyanga Refugee ane'ption Centre yesterday
Crowd coritrol officers allegediy hit them with sticks. Calm was later

ago, he had visited Home
Affairs once a week.
MeCarthy said refugee serv-
joes are provided for free, and
these payments were illegal.
She said bribery was a big
problem in her department,
and if possible people showld
report it to the department’s
toll-free number, 0800 701 T01.
“This is an ongoing situa:
tion, but today has been excep-

Picture; HENK KRUGER

tionally - bad,” said Collesn
Milne, who works across the
road from the Home Affairs
office, “It's been chaps.”
MeCarthy gaid the crowding
was not related to appeals by
displaced forcigners staying in
the safety camps. They were
working with lawyers to pre-
pare thejr appeal documents,
cralg mekune@inl.co.2a
Mova.wisdorffainl.coza
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- Home Affairs
- broke refugee
permits law,

court ﬁnds"“"

CRAIG MCKUNE

“Home
Affairs officials broke the law
this year by, refusfig to renew
Cape Town dsvlum seekers'
permits and telling them they
had'to return to Jobanneshiurg
and Pretoria for renewal, the
Cape High Court has found.
“It has granted sn interim
order to three asylum seekers
in Cape Town who faced arrest,

~detention “or deportation as

thelr permits had expired. .
The department has agreed

to renew the permits of all asy-.

Ium seckers who were waiting
for their applications to be
processed.

The application for the
order, heard by Judge Justice
Yekiso, -went undisputed by
Home Affalrs Minister Nosi-
viwe Mapisa-Ngakila, the
department’s director-general,
Maviuso Msimang, and Cape
Town's director of refuges
affairs, Busisiwe Mkhwebane-
Tshehla. )

Home Affalrs spokesperson

" Siobhan MeCarthy said no

directive had bean ghven that
permits eould not be renewed if
they were issued at a different
cenftre.

But, she said, the depart-
ment agreed that i this deei-

sion had been taken, it would

have been unlawful. =
The applicants, Somali
Asha Hirsi, Lionel Mapela

from the Republ.lu ut Eﬂngﬂ.

" and Pranck Londd from the

Democratic Repihblic of Corigo,
have held asyhum seeker per-
mits for the fwo :.rﬂars. ﬂ:uz}r
have been in the country

But the permits were not
repewed this vear and- they
were told by Home Affairs offi-
cials they had to apply at the

centres that izsued the permits,” |
They conld not afford to dnm, :

however.
Meanwhile, - the! m‘w1ncm1
govqm.ment snd the-City of

Cape Town said m;}nmtpmss _

release " yesterday that ‘they

“were on schedule to close the

last two safety carnps for dis-
placed foreigners by the end of
the month.

People remaining at safe
sites would be reintegrated into
communities, including those
awaiting repatriation.

“They can then choose to
return to their original com-
munity or (go to) a diﬁ’u:rnnt
community
- “United Nations ‘agencies
will continue to assist those
who qualify (for repatriation),
even after they have returned
to communities”

Youngsfield would elose
tomorrow and the two Blue
Waters sites on October 31, the
release said. - “Once Blue
Wators 1= elosad, the provision
of food, shelter and other serv-
ices by government will cease.”

craig.mekune@inlcoza
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‘Corruption horror

I WOULD Iikelﬂexprass'mfhnrmrat
the corruption mentioned in the articls

b Mmmekmsﬁﬂfaﬂelungdelmrs&t

" Nyanga centre” (January 15). Why are
Home Affairs officials simply walching it
and not trying to end it? - i

Wh}rﬂr&ﬂlepnlir;enﬂtﬂrrﬁﬁng'
people who are demanding bribes fivm
asyvium sepkers? :

T'work for an organisation called
U-turn Homeless Ministris fm -
Claremont, which helps rehabilitate
homeless peaple, R

Dnmrnmmsinnsltmkaymﬁig
zmlbahnfeanmantﬂﬂmwmgﬂﬂnme
Affairs office in arder to get his asylum.
seekers' vism, ]

Dnbammm.siansthegnalwastb '
SIEE[IM’BI'HiEhtUﬂﬂIEEI‘[T'EEtEﬁhEWﬂU]d '
heatﬂmﬂ'nntufmequeue.ﬂnhﬂm b

" oecasions he was denied entry to the
building due to the corruption y
mentioned in the article.

T‘]lis_hasbeenguu-ignnfurmunﬂ'ls, ‘
eVer since asylum seekers were forced o
applyﬂtﬂiaﬁwngaHﬂnmﬂﬂhim:ﬁ‘im

This corruption is iterally happening
inbroad daylight. p UG

Fnreignemareﬁ:rmdmmh:mmﬂem
xenophobic hot spot, to risk their lives
and to be intimidated by corrupt _
hﬂiﬁﬂuajstnuhmmﬂteirﬂmwenta '
© Why will nobody act on this? i

SEAN PARKER

Umﬂamrmmm
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